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ignorant; we must still speak of "factors," in instances partially character-
ized, to be sure, but nevertheless nebulous in substance and mode of action.
Research continues and perhaps in a few years volumes III and IV will be
published, containing not just problems and approaches, but answers as well.
LYNN C. REPSIS
BIOLOGY OF THE INVERTEBRATES. By Cleveland P. Hickman. Saint Louis,
The C. V. Mosby Company, 1967. x, 673 pp. $10.00.
Is there a real need for another general textbook on invertebrate zoology?
I would say no. Indeed, to begin with, there is little scope for imagination
in this kind of endeavor since there already exist numerous volumes saying
much the same thing about essentially the same organisms.
The text in general is adequate in its presentation of the various phyla
and each chapter begins with a useful short breakdown of classification
within the phylum under discussion. Of particular interest are the fairly ex-
tensive annotated references accompanying each chapter. However the
drawings tend to be very simple, often inadequately labeled, and many of
the photographs are of poor quality and thus singularly unilluminating.
More drawings and fewer photographs would have better supplemented the
text. The very slight treatment given to the insects is not extensive enough
to be of more than passing utility.
While it is true, as the author claims, that classifications used in the book
are up to date, these are bound to change and in all likelihood already have,
so that this gives no real, distinct advantage over existing volumes. In
short, I would recommend that beginning students of invertebrate zoology
look elsewhere for a general text.
LYNN C. REPSIS
BIOLOGY OF HUMAN ADAPTABILITY. Edited by Paul T. Baker and J. S.
Weiner. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1966. viii, 541 pp. $16.80.
The strength of biologic research lies in the richness of systems from
which the most appropriate one can be selected to solve a particular problem.
It is often felt that the lack of ability to manipulate man and his environ-
ment adequately are significant stumbling blocks to medical research. The
extremes in variation and the many adaptations of different groups of men
to different environments, which are described here, provide an almost un-
limited and largely untapped set of natural experiments. To those investi-
gators who have focused upon the medical research problems seen in urban
western civilization, this book should open up new and exciting vistas.
In general, the eighteen authors, all of them established experts in their
fields, have brought about admirable summaries of what has been learned
of the variation in human response on each of the continents. The emphasis
is generally upon the less developed peoples and populations. The presenta-
tions vary considerably in style. The chapter, "The Peoples of Africa South
of the Sahara," by Tobias, attempts a relatively complete compilation of
exactly what is known about the tribes and includes fifty pages of tables.
On the other hand, the chapter by Neel and Salzano on "The Indians of
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